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Global Cosmopolitan Identity is a concept 

that encompasses the key elements of the 

educational approach of global citizenship, 

incorporating new educational methodologies 

and fundamental principles for development 

education.  

 

The publication propounds an in-depth 

analysis of the problematic conceptualisation 

of identity –both from a personal perspective 

and in its truly cosmopolitan and collective 

dimension– and a study on the reflection of 

dignity (only from plurality with dignity at 

the core can progress be made) as the central 

pillar of individuals. Thus, it becomes linked 

to the neurological levels pyramid that 

underpins this construction of personal and 

social identity, before developing a 

connection with the inclusion of a 

development education competence strategy 

in the educational project led by the Society of Mary. 

 

It also unveils the development education process by analysing its stages; beginning 

with the conceptualisation of human development and the different approaches thereto, 

including the classic, human-scale development and a third understood as multiple, 

historically and geographically contextualised sociocultural construction. The latter 

approach helps extract traces such as development ethics or the understanding of 
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different cultures for learning, as well as the reciprocal understanding between them, 

which would lead to the creation of social subjects who would take a stance as drivers 

of change and transformation. 

 

On another strand, it delves into the generation of development education models, 

analysing their integration into the 21st century. Likewise, education is studied not 

entirely from a formal stance, but also from a more wide-ranging perspective, 

facilitating a situational-limitless approach with a more systemic and holistic vision of 

the processes and spaces. North-South relations are also incorporated as fundamental 

components in global learning processes. Conclusions are drawn in this section stating 

that global development education must converge towards a set of ethics that focuses on 

social justice and care as intrinsic values thereof and that it should be all-encompassing 

and inclusive in all of its facets. 

 

The paper develops a model based on multiple intelligences and on the European 

Framework of Key Competences. The fusion of these two models descends upon the 

proposed idea, incorporating global cosmopolitan identity as a new competence 

proposal on cognitive, procedural and behavioural plans based on four dual dimensions 

(diversity-inclusivity, solidarity-justice, utopia-historicity and identity-reflexivity) 

which coalesce into general and specific endeavours that should touch upon educational 

action at all levels. From this perspective, it is a matter of placing the teacher in a new 

capacity as leader of learning situations, whereby different methodologies and 

metaphors are analysed and proposed to nourish this educational approach, such as the 

likes of Kolb's Experimental Learning Cycle or the "project synopsis". 

 

The evaluation of this competence is also carried out: the necessary steps to this end are 

set out, separating it from the rating and defining the steps it should entail from its 

inherent definition to establishing indicators and the degrees of mastery thereof, 

meanwhile offering examples of tools such as rubrics and scales, and placing them in 

their corresponding spaces (to know, to know-how and to know how to be). The 

primary foundation upon which evaluation balances is diversity, which should create 

distinct learning situations and various procedural systems that adapt to every situation.  

Lastly, the paper exposes examples that are implemented in the institution on which the 

publication is written, proposing different players who are pivotal components in the 

development of this competence: families, educators and volunteers. The publication 

finishes with two more examples: a global project that groups educational centres 

(students and teachers) from 5 countries linked to global citizenship (Global Cities), and 

examples from two educational administrations committed to making progress in 

development education with Escuelas Solidarias, such as Cantabria and Navarre.  

 

Insofar as the latter is concerned, the reference to the teaching program for education 

development led by the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation 

and the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport is missing. 
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Education for human development or education for global development are two terms 

that are observed throughout the paper. Many definitions from different players and 

institutions make reference to this educational model, therefore it should aim to seek a 

response in a common space, perhaps in the proposal for global citizenship education.  

 

Moreover, the new definition of a sixth generation of development education is not on a 

par with those already proposed in other forums, such as post-development education, 

which puts forward a new change to the development model. 

 

On the other hand, some of the examples suggested do not always lay out learning 

situations that are framed within a comprehensive global learning space, given that they 

are contemplated with limitations and isolated from the global context of education 

stages or academic years. With that being said, the tasks proposed per age group are 

fitting. 

 

Despite the fact that the references of the educational project led by the Society of Mary 

only provide an overview of spiritual competence, there are countless examples that 

attempt to delineate global cosmopolitan identity from a religious perspective, thus in 

turn ostracising the collective of readers wishing to read the publication without any 

religious reference. Following in the path of other examples, it would be better to 

portray Human Rights as a cornerstone for this global competence approach. 

 

In any case, bibliographic references enhance the content by offering multiple proposals 

that highlight the publication and support it to reinforce the expressed idea. 

 

Generally speaking, this educational proposal for human development creates added 

value, incorporating innovative methodologies and tools in educational terms and 

building upon the development models that focus on individuals and safeguard their 

dignity and revolutionary development in alignment with a fair and equitable society  
 


